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History

1958
~1981

February 1958

April 1960 

December 1965

August 1970

March 1971

April 1974

April 1976 

July 1981 

�Initiation of blood services as Korean Red Cross took over the National 
Blood Center. 

First voluntary non remunerated blood donations (VNRBD) through 
Korean Red Cross(62 donors) for victims of the April 19 Revolution. 

The first VNRBD blood donation campaign in Korea. 

The Korean government proclaimed the Blood Management Act (Act 
No. 2229). 

First Lady Young-Soo Yook donated blood at the Red Cross Blood 
Center. 

Korean Red Cross opened the Central Blood Center .

On World Health Day at the Sejong Grand Theater, star entertainers 
(Jeong-Gil Lee, Hye-Seon Jeong, Yong-Lim Kim, Kyu-Chae Park and 
Boo-Ja Kang) pinned blood donation ribbons on participants. 

Korean Red Cross was entrusted with the national blood services by 
the government according to Presidential Decree No. 10285. 

May 1984

1992April 1976

April 1974

6 7

Opening the first blood donation center(fixed-site) in Daejeon. 

The 6th Asia-Pacific Regional Red Cross Blood Service Meeting(Lotte 
Hotel, Central Red Cross Blood Center) was held in Seoul and dealt with 
methods to improve technical and managerial aspects of the Red Cross 
Blood Service. 32 representatives of 18 countries and officials from the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) 
participated. 

Initiation of HIV antibody testing for all blood donors. 

Introduction of computerized system to blood centers nationwide for 
blood donor management. 

The number of annual blood donors exceeded one million. 

Implementation of screening test for hepatitis C antibodies (EIA) 

The construction of the Blood Components Research Center (currently 
Plasma Fractionation Center). 

Presidential candidates in 1992 were present at Korean National Open 
University’s Blood Donation festival. 

May 1982

May 1984

July 1987 

October 1989 

December 1989 

May 1991 

July 1991 

1992

1982
~1992
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1993
~2003

January 1994 

April 1994 

January 1997 

July 1998 

2002 

May 2003 

The govement entrusted Korean Red Cross with the supply and 
management of plasma-derived medicinal products. 

The govement entrusted Korean Red Cross with the national bone 
marrow donation program. 

Implementation of confirmatory tests for HCV and HIV. 

Sung Duk Bau-man who received a bone marrow transplant at the 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center in July 5, 1996, visited the Korean Red 
Cross and met the President of the Korean Red Cross. 

To help a Korean female teacher in America who had leukemia, Linda 
Kim (28 years old), a campaign for donating bone marrow was run. 
The campaign to help Linda Kim started in Seattle, Washington and 
continued in Korea. About 1,700 bone marrow donor applicants were 
registered. However, Linda’s matched HLA (histocompatibility antigen) 
failed and she died at the Swedish Covenant Hospital in Seattle on 
September 2002. 

The Blood information Management System(BIMS) was eastablished to 
manage all process from collection to supply. 

June 2005 June 2011 June 2012

April 20162002

July 1998

Introduction of nucleic acid amplification test for HIV and HCV. 

Korean Red Cross 100th anniversary/ World Blood Donor Day Event. 

Implementation of customer relationship management (CRM)

Implementation of screening test for human T-lymphotropic virus. 

Introduction of computer-based blood donor self-interview system. 

Launching of the smartphone app for blood donation, “Smart Blood 
Donation” 

Introduction of nucleic acid amplification test for HBV.

Hosting the 9th World Blood Donor Day(WBDD) Global Event, and 
winning Guiness World Record (the largest human blood drop) in 2002 

Designation of 'Blood Donation Day' on13th of every month 

Hosting Asia-Pacific Regional VNRBD Workshop in Seoul. 

Abolition of ALT screening for plasmapheresis used for fractionation

February 2005 

June 2005 

July 2007 

April 2009 

September 2009 

June 2011

June 2012 

June 2012  

July 2012 

April 2016 

March 2017

2004
~2017



10 11

Organization Chart Human Resources
(As of December. 2017)(As of December. 2017)

Total  2,128

Medical Doctors 

30

Nurses 

939

Medical Technicians 

439
Officers 294

Researchers 

34

Technicians 

296

Others 96

Blood 
Service 

Headquarters

Planning & 
Management 

Bureau

Blood 
Safety 
Bureau

Blood Donor 
Promotion 

Bureau

Information 
Management 

Office

Planning and 
Coordination Team

General Affairs Team

Financial Management 
Team

Inventory Analysis & 
Management Team

Labor Cooperation 
Team

Blood Donor Promotion 
Team

Donor Services Team

International 
Cooperation and Public 
Relations Team 

60th Anniversary 
Commemorative 
Publication Team 

Safety Management 
Team

Quality Management 
Team

Information 
Management Team

Information 
Technology 
Development Team

Blood 
Centers(15)

Blood 
Donation 

Centers(138)
(Fixed-sites)

Blood 
Laboratory 
Centers(3)

Plasma 
Fractionation 

Center

Blood 
Transfusion 

Research 
Institute

Blood Transfusion 
Research Institute 

24

Plasma Fractionation 
Center 

75

Blood Laboratory 
Centers (3) 

171

Blood Centers (15) 

1,762

Blood Service 
Headquarters 

96

Total  2,128
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Key Figures in 2017 _Korean Red Cross
Collections in 2017

2,714,819units

14 15

Fixed-sites Mobile-sites

1,797,057 (66.2%) 917,762 (33.8%)

Blood Donation by Place

Blood Donation by Age

   530,729 317,969

                                                                            834,314 248,519

   300,437 79,114

   220,596 57,730

   86,972 19,797

   15,813 2,829

16~19 yrs 848,698 (31.3%) 

20~29 yrs 1,082,833 (39.9%) 

30~39 yrs 379,551 (14.0%) 

40~49 yrs 278,326 (10.3%) 

50~59 yrs 106,769 (3.9%)

60~69 yrs 18,642 (0.7%)

Blood Donation by Blood Product

Whole 
Blood 
320mL

Whole 
Blood 
400mL

Plasma 
Apheresis

Plasma-
Platelet 

Apheresis

etc. Whole 
Blood 
320mL

Whole 
Blood 
400mL

Plasma 
Apheresis

Plasma-
Platelet 

Apheresis

etc.

215,801
(10.9%)

1,197,636
(60.2%)

372,420
(18.7%)

8,598
(0.4%)

194,406
(9.8%)

532,718
(73.4%)

42,405
(5.8%)

143,306
(19.7%)

6,217
(0.9%)

1,312
(0.2%)

Male

1,988,861
(73.3%)

Female

725,958
(26.7%)

First-time Donor

Total 

360,633

Male 

222,852
Female 

137,781
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Blood Donation by Year

Female / Donation
725,958

Male / Donation
1,988,861

Female / Deferral 
251,720

Male / Deferral 
204,962

Blood Donor Deferrals

400

For Transfusion

Whole Blood
901 (0.0%)
Platelet Apheresis 
204,130 (3.3%)

WB-derived Components 
3,931,487 (62.8%)

For Fractionation

Plasma-Platelet Apheresis
191,506 (3.1%)
Plasma Apheresis 
511,394 (8.2%)

WB-derived Plasma
1,416,042 (22.6%)

Blood Supply

2006  2,302,542
2007  2,087,762
2008  2,347,184
2009  2,569,954
2010  2,664,492
2011 2,616,575
2012  2,722,608
2013  2,914,483
2014  3,053,425
2015  3,082,918
2016  2,866,300
2017  2,928,670

2006  2,250,603
2007  2,028,684
2008  2,265,592
2009  2,461,880
2010  2,514,699
2011 2,448,516
2012  2,542,495
2013  2,708,173
2014  2,844,538
2015  2,872,156
2016  2,645,181
2017  2,714,819

Total in Korea

Korean Red Cross
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Key Figures in 2017 _Korea

Fixed-sites Mobile-sites

1,974,596 (67.4%) 954,074 (32.6%)

Blood Donation by Place

* These figures cover all blood services providers in korea.

Collections in 2017

2,928,670units
Korean Red Cross 2,714,819units(92.7%)

Others      213,851units(7.3%)

Blood Donation by Blood Type

A O B AB
999,126

(34.1%) 803,355
(27.4%) 780,588

(26.7%) 333,595
(11.4%)

Rh+ 2,916,664 (99.6%) Rh- 12,006 (0.4%)

3,982
A

O

B

AB

3,700

2,963

1,361

Blood Donation by Age

   567,124 346,779

                                                                            892,063 274,742

   326,396 87,707

   237,337 62,805

   92,589 21,338

   16,732 3,058

16~19 yrs 913,903 (31.2%) 

20~29 yrs 1,166,805 (39.8%) 

30~39 yrs 414,103 (14.1%) 

40~49 yrs 300,142 (10.2%) 

50~59 yrs 113,927 (3.9%)

60~69 yrs 19,790 (0.7%)

Blood Donation by Blood Product

228,341
(10.7%)

1,278,197
(59.9%)

393,136
(18.4%)

9,150
(0.4%)

222,834
(10.5%)

583

574,642
(72.2%)

58,755
(7.4%)

154,335
(19.4%)

6,823
(0.9%)

1,820
(0.2%) 54

Male

2,132,241
(72.8%)

Female

796,429
(27.2%)

Whole 
Blood 
320mL

Whole 
Blood 
400mL

Plasma 
Apheresis

Plasma-
Platelet 

Apheresis

etc. Whole 
Blood 
320mL

Whole 
Blood 
400mL

Plasma 
Apheresis

Plasma-
Platelet 

Apheresis

etc.



26465 50, Hyeoksin-ro, Wonju-Si, Gangwon-do, Republic of Korea
Korean Red Cross Blood Services  Tel 033-811-0000

www.bloodinfo.net  1600-3705
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